
The God-given Strategy of Disciple Making 
 

 
I. The Command of Making Disciples (Matthew 28:18-19) 
 
Mat 28:16  Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.  
Mat 28:17  And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted.  
Mat 28:18  And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
Mat 28:19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit,  
Mat 28:20  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age."  
 

A. Go 
 

Mat 28:19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  

 
- First, in order to make disciples, Christ instructed that we must go. People will not                
hear the saving message of the gospel unless we are faithful to go to them with it.                 
Romans 10:14-15 describes the necessity of this command.  
 

Rom 10:14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And                
how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are                
they to hear without someone preaching?  
Rom 10:15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written,                
"How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!"  

 
- Here we have a clear New Testament template of how people come             
to salvation. According to this passage men today do NOT come to            
faith by strange mystic feelings, through personalized revelations in         
visions or dreams, or by philosophical reasoning. They come by the           
clear proclamation of God’s truth. Men are saved when men preach           
the gospel! 

 
- Therefore, saving faith is dependant upon people calling upon and           
believing on Christ, but the message of Christ cannot be believed           
unless it is spoken by His people. And people will not hear the             
message unless God’s people go to the people and preach. So we            
cannot be content to stay still. We need to GO to these people. We              
must be the “beautiful feet” who bear this “good news.” 

 
B. Baptize 
 

Mat 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the                 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  

 
- Second, in order to make disciples we must baptize. Baptism is the appropriate and               
natural result of hearing and receiving the message of the Gospel. If God has certainly               
granted faith and a new birth in a person, then he will also desire to confess Him                 
publicly. The Lord requires that His disciples own Him as Lord and Savior before men.               
If a man is ashamed to own his devotion to Jesus Christ, He also will be ashamed of                  
them  
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Mat 10:32 So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will            
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven,  
Mat 10:33 but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father               
who is in heaven.  

 
- Christ instructed that when a person is baptized, it is to be done IN THE NAME of the                   
one God who is also three.  It highlights that  
 

1. In baptism the person devotes to God because of what the Father, Son, and               
Holy Spirit have done to bring about their salvation 
 

1Pe 1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of               
the dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,  
1Pe 1:2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the            
sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for           
sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you.  

 
2. In baptism they also devote themselves to the glory of the Triune God.              
The one baptized becomes identified as one who now glories in the One God              
who is Father, Son and Spirit. 

 
C. Teach 

 
Mat 28:20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you                  
always, to the end of the age."  

 
- Third, in order to make disciples we must “teach.” The work of disciple making is                
incomplete without depositing the teachings of Christ. When Jesus gave this           
command, He did not aim to have his disciples merely understand the truths which He               
taught, but rather specifically instructed that they teach “them to observe” all that He              
commanded.  
 
- Teaching aims further than mental assent. The goal of teaching is that new disciples               
would observe and walk in the commands of Christ revealed in the Word of God.  

 
D. Spread 

 
Mat 28:19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

 
- Fourth, in order to make disciples, we must spread our disciple-making reach. Jesus              
said “make disciples of all nations.” His command was clear. He intended for             
followers to come from all over the globe, and if they were to believe, the               
disciple-making vision must expand its reach to the whole earth.  
 
- The scope of the disciple-making reach was to be based upon the worth and value of                 
the risen and exalted Christ. Christ is too glorious to be locally worshipped. His glory is                
so great that He must be globally worshipped. If that is true, then the church must be                 
globally minded in its reach of disciple-making. 

 
- For many churches, it is only a chosen few involved in the disciple-making work, but                
the mandate given by Christ does not leave it up to a few privileged workers to carry                 
the load. Christ’s command held within it a call for all who would be His disciples to                 
become disciple makers themselves. In other words, all Christians are called to be             
involved in the work of discipleship. Jesus told His disciples to teach all that He had                
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commanded, including the command to make disciples of all nations. So, His            
intention was for the church as a whole be engaged in going and making disciples. 

 
A. Remember  

 
Mat 28:18  And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me.  
... 
Mat 28:20 ... And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."  

 
- Christ began His command by first reminding the disciples of His unparalleled authority.  Jesus 
was basing His command in His ultimate and unique authority which He earned as Messiah.  He 
had accomplished what no other man was able to accomplish.  
 

1.  He humbled Himself to take on human nature 
 

Heb 10:5  Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, "Sacrifices and 
offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me;  
Heb 10:6  in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.  
Heb 10:7  Then I said, 'Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written 
of me in the scroll of the book.'"  
 

- Jesus Christ, being eternal God, submitted Himself to the humility of 
humanity.  At His incarnation, He obeyed the Father’s will and took 
on a human nature so that He would exist as fully God and fully man. 

 
Php 2:5  Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,  
Php 2:6  who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God 
a thing to be grasped,  
Php 2:7  but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men.  

 
- but as a man, He did not seek the honor and glory of position, but 
postured Himself as a servant of men “taking the form of a servant” 

 
2. He humbled Himself to the cross 

 
Php 2:8  And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  
 

- As the God-man, Jesus did not choose to live a privileged life upon 
earth, but rather “humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross.”   Jesus lived a fully righteous 
life, empowered by the Holy Spirit, totally obedient to the Father and 
absolutely free from sin (Heb. 4:15).  He embraced His role in 
becoming the sinless sacrifice who fully satisfied God’s wrath toward 
sinful man when He died upon the cross 

 
3. He was super-exalted by the Father 
 

Php 2:9  Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name,  
Php 2:10  so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth,  
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Php 2:11  and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.  

 
- By virtue of Christ’s righteous life, and atoning death, the Father 
“highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name.”  It was this exaltation and bestowal of honor and 
authority which fueled the words of the risen Christ to command His 
church to make disciples.  In other words, the church’s motivation to 
obey Jesus’ command to make disciples hinges upon the exalted 
value of the work and person of the risen Savior. 

 
- So, in Jesus proclamation of His authority, it brings to mind the mixture of both 
overwhelming mercy at what Christ accomplished on our behalf, but also the great fear 
and awe we must have toward Him because He is the Highly Exalted One who earned 
the highest honor and highest authority.  He is both the one who graciously offered His 
life as our substitute for sin, but also the one to whom all creation will be held 
accountable.  He is both Savior and Final Judge.  

 
Mat 28:20 ... And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."  
 

- It is THIS ONE who then proclaims He will be with us in all of our disciple-making 
efforts. 
 

- He is the great merciful Savior who will graciously support us in His 
disciple-making work for His glory 
 
- His also the great Exalted One with All Authority who will discern all of our 
work; so we engage this work with a sense of great thankfulness and 
encouragement but also with a sense of deep responsibility 

 
II. The Strategy of Making Disciples (Acts 1:8) 
 

Act 1:4  And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me;  
Act 1:5  for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."  
Act 1:6  So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?"  
Act 1:7  He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 
authority.  
Act 1:8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."  

 
A. Be dependant upon the Holy Spirit 
 

Act 1:8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you 
 

- The basis for the apostles disciple-making strategy began with the words of Christ.              
He had left them with instructions on how they would proceed to spread the gospel.  

 
- First, their disciple-making efforts would only be successful as the Spirit would             
empower them. Without the supernatural presence and strength working through          
them, they would not be able to accomplish what God had commanded. Only through              
the Holy Spirit would true spiritual transformation occur in the hearts of men - causing               
true reformation in them. So, they were wholly dependant upon Him to enable them              
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to do the work they were called to.  
 
B. Ripple Outward 
 

- God’s strategy was to go from local to global. Jesus had set their mark extremely high - to                   
reach to “the end of the earth.” Being that the scope of the globe had yet to be traversed, this                    
was surely an intimidating vision. But they would not begin there. God’s strategy was to be a                 
constant and powerful ripple.  
 
1. Locally “in Jerusalem” 
 

- It would first begin, locally, in “Jerusalem.” They had already ministered in Jerusalem,              
and were well acquainted with its culture and people. Jesus wanted them to begin              
where they were at. Once local ministry was established they would gain momentum             
to reach further areas. He would not allow them to stay content with their              
comfortable local ministry.  
 

2. Regionally “in all Judea and Samaria” 
 

- From Jerusalem, He wanted them to ripple out to all Judea. He put emphasis on the                 
whole of the southern Kingdom, the land of God’s people. He wanted them to extend               
their vision from not just the city of Jerusalem, but to reach all the Jews for the gospel.  

 
3. Globally “and to the end of the earth” 

 
- Finally, He wanted them to press past Judea to “the ends of the earth.” Surely, upon                 
hearing this, the disciples instantly thought Christ meant to reach the Jews living in all               
the earth, because later, they would be surprised what God was doing among the              
Gentiles by bringing them to faith. But this was exactly the vision of Christ. He called                
His apostles to not only reach the Jews but to have His message of the gospel to reach                  
around the whole globe, even among all the Gentiles.  
 

Isa 49:6 he says: "It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up                   
the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a                  
light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth."  

 
- the disciple-making vision and strategy of the church was set and initiated by the words of her Savior.                   
They would gain momentum in familiar territory and establish themselves locally, but then push out to                
not only the rest of the region, but the globe for salvation in Christ for both Jew and Gentile. The                    
disciple-making movement of the apostles, from the nation (Jews) to the Nations (Gentiles) in all the                
earth was given and followed throughout the book of Acts. The same instructions for disciple-making               
stand for us today and for the future. 

 
DISCUSSION GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
1. The command Jesus gave to make disciples was the beginning of the greatest global enterprise of all 
time, yet it was given with surprisingly simple instructions to, “go”, “baptize”, and “teach” while 
remembering  the one who commissioned and will abide with you.  From a business standpoint, this 
seems counter-intuitive.  Why do you think Jesus instructed this way?  Why didn’t he leave instructions 
to build a global multi-billion dollar industry to do his disciple-making work?  Discuss Christ’s wisdom in 
instructing this way. 
 
2. Why would Christ begin His command to discipleship with a proclamation of His ultimate authority? 
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How does Christ’s unparalleled authority influence His command to us to make disciples? 
 
3. Why was it important that the disciples wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit before embarking on 
their disciple-making ministry? 
 
4.  What are some practical ways can you and people in your church be involved with God’s 
disciple-making vision, locally, regionally, and globally?  
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