
The Ministering Heart of a Disciplemaker in the home 
 
I.  The Mandate of being a good manager in the home 
 

1Ti 3:1  The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task.  
1Ti 3:2  Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, 
self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach,  
1Ti 3:3  not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money.  
1Ti 3:4  He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive,  
1Ti 3:5  for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's 
church?  
 

- In order for a man to be an overseer in the church, he must first “manage” his household; 
“manage” is the word for “oversee, lead, exercise authority over, or rule” which entails the 
same expectations of “overseeing.  In other words, the home will act as a smaller picture of 
how he will “oversee” in the larger church.  The implication is that a man’s leadership will begin 
in him home.  The leader that he is will be seen first and foremost behind the private walls of 
his home.  therefore he must oversee/manage his household well. 
 
- the primary concern within the church is the spiritual well-being of its people.  So, if the home 
is to be a test of a man’s oversight in the church, he must also show a proven ability to 
spiritually shepherd in his home.  He has a wife and children that he must concern himself to 
lead spiritually - or in other words, to DISCIPLE THEM!  Therefore, a man’s ability to be a 
disciple-maker in the church will be proven first in the spiritual oversight of the people within his 
home.  A man that cannot spiritually disciple in his home will not be able to spiritually disciple 
in the larger church.  
 

1Ti 3:5  for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care 
for God's church?  

 
II. The Husband’s discipleship of His wife 
 

Eph 5:25  Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,  
Eph 5:26  that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  
Eph 5:27  so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.  
 

- the primary mark of the husband’s spiritual leadership of his wife is LOVE 
 
- “love...as Christ loved the church” -  the quality  of the love which husbands ought to show 
their wives is of the same quality that Christ showed the church 

 
HOW DID JESUS LOVE.... 
- initiative (1 John 4:19) 

1Jn 4:19  We love because he first loved us.  
HOW ARE YOU INITIATING YOUR LOVE TOWARD YOUR WIFE? HOW ARE YOU 
SUPRISING HER? 
 

- sacrificial 
Mar 10:45  For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many." 

- the chief servant in the home should be the MAN;  
- Christ washed the disciples feet, and no one argued that He was the 
leader 
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WHAT ARE YOU SAYING NO TO IN ORDER TO SAY YES TO YOUR WIFE? 
 

- humility(Phil 2) 
WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU TOOK A PLACE OF HUMILITY TO LOVE YOUR 
WIFE? 

 
- volition (John 15:16) 

Joh 15:16  You did not choose me, but I chose you 
- choosing to love 
 

- contra-conditionally (Romans 5:8) 
Rom 5:8  but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 

- Christ loves us despite us; He loves us when we are sinners, He 
loves us when He should judge us, He loves us when we belong in 
hell 
- God loved us before we existed 
- God makes it clear that He loves us regardless of our condition;  

 
- Eternal and steadfastly (Romans 8:39) 

Rom 8:38  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  
Rom 8:39  nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord 

CAN YOUR WIFE TELL BY YOUR SPEECH AND ACTIONS THAT YOU LOVE 
HER UNCONDITIONALLY? 

 
- Forgiving (Colossians 3:13) 

Col 3:13  bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a 
complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  

 
- Constructively (Ephesians 5:26; Matt 16:18) 

 
Mat 16:18  "I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.  
 
Eph 4:11  And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some 
as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,  
Eph 4:12  for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building 
up of the body of Christ;  

 
- practically (1 john 3:18) 

1Jn 3:18  Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed 
and truth.  
 

- fulfill apparent needs; not just “talk” about them, or just “pray” 
about them 

 
- the goal of Christ’s love must also be the goal of the husband’s love; Christ’s love has the goal 
of  

- cleansing/sanctify (set apart) her with the word 
- to present her before Himself beautiful 
- to perfect her so she might joyfully be with Him forever 
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- so what is this life of the Christian but the long preparation period of the bride before 
the wedding; Christ Himself is getting His bride ready by progressively transforming her 
by the Word of God to meet her on that glorious day - what HOPE to see our life this 
way.  

 
- so the goal of the husband’s love must be for the great benefit of His wife,  

- that she be most beautiful being sanctified through his loving leadership, and brought 
to greater joy because he has ushered her into Christ’s presence, and because of the 
spiritual, emotional, and material provision he has provided as a steward of Christ 

 
III. The Father’s discipleship of His children 
 

Deu 6:4  "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  
Deu 6:5  You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  
Deu 6:6  And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.  
Deu 6:7  You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.  
Deu 6:8  You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.  
Deu 6:9  You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.  
 
A. Exalt God in front of your children 
 

Deu 6:4  "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  
Deu 6:5  You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your might.  
Deu 6:6  And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 
 

- (v.4) begins with the proclamation of who God is; it is after knowing God accurately 
that we move to adoring and exalting Him rightly.  To exalt an untrue God of our own 
imagination does not truly exalt and adore God.  Its only exalting God as He truly is 
can we truly exalt Him.  In other words, true worship is TRUTH-DRIVEN.  
 
- (v.5) is the greatest commandment for all men, and specifically as parents.  Our 
children must see us love God with all of our being.  Only disciplers who supremely 
love God will be able to lead others to come to love God.  Therefore, parents must 
begin with genuine worship from the heart for themselves before their children will 
have the same vision and purpose. 
 
- (v.6) Our love for God is shown in example to our children through our own 
obedience to His commands.  
 

Joh 14:15  "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
 

B.  Train your children in the truth 
 

Deu 6:7  You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.  
Deu 6:8  You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your 
eyes.  
Deu 6:9  You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.  
 

- parent’s instruction must come from the authority and inerrancy of God’s word; it is 
not our own parental preferences or ideas, it is not our family traditions, nor even our 
cultural influences that must be taught to our children, but rather the truth of God’s 
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Word.  If this is not the source and sum of instruction, we have failed to spiritually 
disciple of our children 
 
- We must be DILIGENT and INTENTIONAL about our instruction.  

- “teach them DILIGENTLY” (v.7) 
- when you sit 
- when you walk 
- when you lie down 
- when you rise 
- bind them as a sign on your hand 
- be as frontlets between your eyes 
- write them on doorposts of your house 

 
- the emphasis is on diligence and intentionality; we need to be purposeful in the way 
we teach our children; their instruction will not come by accident.  Therefore we must 
be planning for these teaching encounters, to diligently prepare to instruct them in the 
Word.  In every season, sitting, walking, lying down, rising...we need to be ready.  We 
need to be prepared to use every situation - whatever it may be, to be a teaching 
moment of God’s word in our children’s lives.  (Ex. pulling weeds) 
 
- it also gives it a sense of urgency and primacy, which is why God’s Word is to be 
everywhere seen and taken in 

 
DISCUSSION GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
1. How does the command for husband’s to  love his wife  as Christ loves the church impact his 
discipleship relationship to his wife?  
 
2.  What are some struggles that cause us to fail in modeling love for God before our children?  How can 
we overcome them?  What are some ways that we can positively model love for God before our 
children?  
 
3. What are some ways we can teach our children God’s word in different settings (while walking, 
playing, driving, working, etc)?  What are some examples you have done or have seen? 
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